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Chugach National Forest ALMS Sites, 2003
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Tongass National Forest ALMS Sites, 2003
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Habitats Encountered
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Habitats Encountered
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Field Methods

Block

Transportation

Location of
Camp

Navigation

Bettles

Boat

Boat/Grid

GPS (first point); compass and
rangefinder

Wernicke

Wheeled
plane/Airboat

Near grid

GPS; compass and rangefinder

Kayak Island

Wheeled plane

Edge of grid

GPS; veg too thick for
rangefinder

Yakutat

Alaska
Airlines/Car

Town

GPS (bearings); compass and
rangefinder

Windfall Lake

Car/Trall

Cabin/Grid

GPS (first point); compass and
rangefinder

Port Houghton

Boat

Boat

GPS; compass and rangefinder

Sitkoh Lake

Alaska
Airlines/Float
plane/Car

Cabin

GPS (first point); compass and
rangefinder; aerial photos

Tunehean

AMHS
Ferry/Helicopter

Edge of grid

GPS (first point); compass and
rangefinder; aerial photos




Field Methods

Number of | Number of | Number of Number of
Crew Visits Days of Bird Points
Members Surveys

(Veg/Birds)
Bettles 2/2

Wernicke 2/1

Kayak Island 2/1
Yakutat 4/1
Windfall Lake 712
Port Houghton 2/1
Sitkoh Lake 2/1
Tunehean 2/1
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birds Detected by Speciesin BCR 5
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Species

" Capable of estimating density for 12 species

" Capable of estimating density for 4 of 22 BPIF
priority species (RBSA, PSFL, VATH, TOWA)

= 7 other BPIF priority species detected (RUHU,
STJA, BLUG, NOCR, CBCH, GCTH, GCSP)

& USGS



Challenges: Block Setup

" Site access

" Many sites are not accessible and must be
discarded

" |Lack of accessibility sometimes impossible to
determine prior to site visit

= USGS



Surveyed

Steep, inaccessible

Glaciers
Bear safety

B Surveyed in 2003

B Glaciated, too steep,
bear safety issues,
or inaccessible




Challenges: Block Setup

" Navigation to points within a block

" Poor GPS coverage, inaccurate/inconsistent GPS
locations, satellites obscured by dense canopy

= USGS



ALMS POINT COUNT 2003
WINDFALL LAKE --GRID #1a483
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Miles

Grid Configuration

12232525

171819 20

12131515

78 9310

23 45

O Clusters where point

locations differ more
than 20 m

Cover layers used

& ‘Windfall_corrected.shp
®  Baron_windfall =bp

w  Erin_windall shp

» indfall zho

# Pis 25, 20 taken by A Poe

# Pts 24,1813 B 24 taken by E.Cooper

# All points taken by 0. Baluss
Hote: These do not show for those
points that were idemtical for both
readings 18,13,05.03, 20

# Point locations based on field notes




Challenges: Block Setup

" Navigation to points within a block

" Dense brush and steep grades make for slow
going and inaccurate locations when GPS
unavailable

" Random directions for moving points difficult to
apply

= USGS



Challenges: Block Setup

“Very tough going, brushy and steep with unstable slopes”




Challenges: Vegetation Data

Collection

" Vegetation changed markedly
between the time vegetation
data were collected and when
bird surveys were conducted

" Timber harvest planned in the
near future will obscure
marked plots

" Need to clarify relative vs.
absolute cover in layer species

ALMS HasITAT POINT DATA
Land unit Date

Block#— Observer

Point # Elavation (m) Aspact © Slope &
Habitat #___ of % of S0-m circle___ Phiota rall: Frame:
Water: D None D Streamiriver D Fondllake D Ephemeral
pistubance: [JFire [Jiogging [wina [ otwer

TREE canopy cover (= 3m): [Jo [J1-9 [J10-24 [J25-58 [J-60%
% coniferous:  [J<t0% [J1025 [J26-74 [J75-89 [1=00%

TREE LAYER species % cover 5-9 821 2
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5 Specaes (list for each layer)
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CLASSIFICATION: Viereck: Kessel:
USGS Alaska Seience Center 20 May 2003

= USGS



Challenges: Bird Surveys

" Poor weather

= Difficulty estimating distance to detected
birds

= Difficulty putting all birds in correct time \luni
interval, especially at the beginning of the \ H//
time interval at busy sites y \H

= USGS



Challenges: Bird Surveys

Mark another
RUHU at 10m,
Bob!

Photo by William Zittrich




Average Expenses for ALMS Blocks In
BCR 5

Supplies,
$63.20

» $6635.27/block Data

Processing,

= $452.41/point $267 67

Equipment,
$451.45

Travel/Per
diem,
$1,490.70

= Expenses expectedto  __ satary
decrease over time $2,050.75

Preparation,

Training, $1,063.00

$1,248.50

g



Comparison to ORBBS

" EXxpense - more expensive

" Habitats sampled — 5 of 8 sites in BCR 5 were
not readily accessible to humans

" Birds sampled - similar suites of species so
far
" Potential to meet monitoring needs

" already enough data to conduct distance analysis
on 12 species of birds

" Easy to incorporate Red Squirrels as well

= USGS
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